
25th Sunday of Ordinary Time, Cycle B 2009 

Deacon Pat Hall 

Homilies help open Holy Scripture.  Please read the Scripture selections of the day that the 

homily reflects upon.  Click on the verse citations for the full readings.  

Wisdom 2:12, 17-20; Psalm 54:3-4, 5, 6 and 8; James 3:16-4:3; Mark 9:30-37 

Be good.  Any questions? 
 
That reminds me of an old sitcom episode back in the old black and white TV days.  The 
series was “The Real McCoys”.  It starred Walter Brennan as Amos McCoy, a cranky 
old grampa from the hills living  with his young married grandson, Luke, played by a 
very young Richard Crenna.  
 
Well, this scene has Grampa coming home from church and being greeted by Luke and 
his young wife.   
 
Luke asked, “Was it a good sermon today, Grampa?” 
And Grampa replied, “Yep”. 
Luke asked, “Well what was it about?” 
And Grampa replied, “Sin”. 
After a frustrated pause, Luke asked, “Well, what did he say about it?” 
And Grampa gave Luke a quizzical look and said,  “He was agin it.” 
 
Be good.  Any questions? 
 
Well, I still have a bunch of questions.  When you read the Old and New Testaments, 
there is no shortage of advice on how to be good.  We have Proverbs and we have 
Paul.  No one should have to guess about the being good part.   
 
Our reading today from Wisdom identifies the “Just One” who scolds us when we act 
contrary to our call.  He is the one who is true, who is gentle and who is patient. 
 
In our Letter from James, we are challenged to be pure, peaceable, gentle, compliant, 
full of mercy and good fruits with constancy and sincerity. 
 
Most of our world religions teach some version of the Golden Rule:  “Do to others what 
you would have them do to you.” Matt 7: 12 
 
Even Karl Marx, the father of socialism, had the view that religion was a social structure 
to preserve the stability of the status quo, a spiritual intoxicant for the politically and 
economically alienated.  He equate religion with behavior control. 
 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm54.htm#3
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm54.htm#3


We don’t have to go beyond our own social circles to hear statements describing a 
certain person’s spirituality as he or she is a really “good” person. 
 
And yet if we leave here today thinking that God is just telling us to be good, then I think 
we may be missing something very important that God is trying to tell us.   
 
Also, I would be leaving here very scared.  Because if I were to believe that if I was 
good enough, I could earn God’s favor, that I could win his love, that I could attain the 
divinity that Jesus offers for eternity,  well I would be terrified, because there is no way I 
can be good enough.   
 
If I can not be good enough, where is my hope?   
 
One word:   JESUS 
 
He calls us to be his.  He calls us to be his disciples.  When asked, Jesus said the 
greatest commandment was “You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with 
all your soul, and with all your mind.” ... “The second is like it:  ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ Matt 22: 37,39  
 
Jesus calls us to be in relationship with him and with each other. 
 
Do you think doing good has something to do with relationship? 
 
A mother has a relationship with her son.  Her son grows up and never calls.  What is 
their relationship?  He finally shows up at her door decades later.  She may greet him 
like a prodigal son or she may ask, “Do I know you?” 
 
When’s the last time you called Jesus?  I’m talking about that person-to-person call.   
 
When I arrive at the pearly gates, I hope Jesus doesn’t ask, “Who are you?  Oh, was 
that you who passed by while I was begging at your door?  If we had had a closer 
relationship, maybe you would have recognized me, you know...Jesus?  What did you 
say your name was?” 
 
If any of this hits close to home, you are in good company.  Even the apostles didn’t get 
it.  Jesus caught them arguing about who was the best.  You, know:  good, better, best. 
 
Jesus gave them a new math to live by:  the first shall be the last and servant of all. 
 
To show them how wrong they got it, Jesus brought a child into their midst and put his 
arms around that child.  Now that’s what I hope for when I get to those pearly gates:  
that Jesus embrace.  Jesus told them whoever received this child in his name, received 
Jesus and the one who sent him. 
 



In 21st Century America, we might see the child as a role model for innocence, trusting 
faith, and dependance on God.  That is a fine role model. 
 
Those of 1st Century Palestine, however, would have had their social understandings 
turned upside down as Jesus robed the child with ultimate honor.  Parents then did love 
their children, but they were not honored the same way we adore our children today.    
Then, with infant mortality around 30% and 60% not attaining adulthood, one could 
understand how having many children served as social security for the parents. Where 
Western culture tends to place children first and risk everything to save the child above 
all, ancient Middle Eastern cultures would place the child last.  When a famine came 
upon the land, children would be fed last, after the adults.  A child had no status and 
was considered equal to a slave.  Becoming a free person with rights only came upon 
reaching maturity.  1 
 
In this story, the second of three predictions of his own death, Jesus models 
discipleship in the embrace of the least.  And when we embrace the least, we embrace 
God. 
 
Jesus is as clear as he is repetitive.  “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, ill and you cared for 
me, in prison and you visited me.”  Matt 25:  35-36 
 
I give a little money to Loaves and Fishes.  It translates into some food that someone 
else obtains and gives to hungry people.  Giving money to Loaves and Fishes is a good 
thing to do.  They say so every time they send me a receipt so I can get a quarter of that       
donation back from Uncle Sam.   
 
Today, I hear Jesus asking me how does that “good” thing bring me into relationship 
with the hungry.  If it allows me to think I’ve done my part, my social responsibility, that 
donation might even produce a comfortable distance from me having to embrace the 
ugliness and lowliness of poverty.   
 
When we come to this altar today, Jesus brings us all together into one, putting his arms 
around us.  He wants us to be his. 
 
When we leave here, he wants us to put our arms around him, where ever we can find 
him and especially in the least.  
 
He wants to be ours...now onto forever.  
 
 
1.  The Cultural World of Jesus; John J. Pilch; p. 139 
 


